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Editorial            March 2006 
 

 

Last month’s table-top rally organised by Richard Elms was most entertaining, with 

a few of the usual chaotic scenes – but fewer than with my table-tops …  It ran 

quite smoothly although we did occasionally have to call him back from his various 

chats with people, to find out whether his herringbone was wrong or not.  Still we 

found a worthy winner who may be forced to organise next year’s – or maybe not! 

 

As you will have seen from the flyer you received either by email or snailmail, we 

had a talk this month given by Des Bowen of the Peterborough and District 

Advanced Motorists about the Institute of Advanced Motorists and their Skills 

for Life package. 

 

Next month we hope to have a speaker again, but as yet we don’t know.  I’m afraid 

it’s a case of look for the message again – if nothing is forthcoming, it’s another 

Natter! 
 

 The next committee meeting will be on April 3rd, 2006, at the Masonic Lodge. 
 

 

Jan 
 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 
 

Date Event/Organiser Location Type Status 

Mar     

13 PMC Club Night Ellindon Talk  

Apr     

10 PMC Club Night Ellindon Talk/Natter  

29 PMC SILVERSTONE SILVERSTONE Race meeting  

 
*  Denotes Timing Team event 

 
Please forgive the lack of detail above – I’m currently doing a nice line in losing all the bits of paper 
with dates on them – or links to dates.  Really MUST sort my desk out!  Sorry folks! 
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56
th
 SILVERSTONE RACE MEETING 

 

The club will be holding its 56th Annual Race Meeting at the Silverstone on Saturday 29th April 
2006 and we still need as many members and friends to help and marshal please or even just 
spectate. Supplementary Regulations and Entry forms are now available on our web site. Once 
again we have a varied and interesting programme of eight races as follows:  
 

Two ALLCOMERS RACES (one faster and one slower) for Saloons, GTs, Sports, Sports Racing 
and Clubman's cars including the WRDA championship.  
 

Two scratch races for the BARC SEC Track and Race Saloon Car Championship mainly for 
production cars. 
 

Two scratch races for the 2006 Monoposto Racing Championship in five classes including two for 
motorcycle engined cars.  
 

One scratch race for the Classic Sports Car Club’s Swinging Sixties and Tin Tops Series. This 
will be a 40 minute race with a driver change part way through. 
 

One scratch race for Formula Ford 1600. This will be organised in conjunction with the BRDC as 
a precursor to their Walter Hayes Trophy races later in the year.  
 

Indications from some of the championship organisers are that we should get good support with 
grids for several races in excess of 25 and hopefully some fully subscribed at 38. As always we try 
to provide a fun day out, and interesting and varied field with good racing and even overtaking!  
 

This year we are continuing with the new format. Instead of a set number of laps for each race we 
are substituting a specific number of minutes plus one lap eg 19 minutes plus one lap for most 
races. This should give us more control over the timing of the programme and also allows us to run 
slightly longer races to give drivers more value for their money. Also we try to provide most drivers 
with the opportunity to enter more than one race. 
 

Please ring David Wareing ( 07775 772 749 email: dwareing@autoco.co.uk) or me (01733 
263786) if you need any further information and to offer general / admin help or Andrew Turner 
(01733 840816) to volunteer to marshal.  But do please get involved! It’s your club’s major event of 
the year.  See you there! 
 
Phil Johnson 
 
 

PMC Annual Dinner 
 
The P.M.C Annual Dinner and Presentation of Awards took place on Saturday February 18th at the 
Masonic Centre, Ellindon.   Some 62 members and guests attended and enjoyed a very nice meal 
in convivial surroundings. It was great to renew old friendships and make new ones.   
  
The Chairman, Alan Kemp presented the awards to competitors and also a special award to Betty 
Hay, who has worked tirelessly for the club for many years, particularly as a timekeeper in the club 
team. She was also very pleased to accept the honour of becoming Vice-President. 
 
The After-Dinner talk was very ably presented by our President, Norman Manser, who not only 
spoke of his timekeeping exploits but recalled some of his driving experiences, including being one 
of the winning team drivers in the Television Trials Trophy event in 1976.  Is it really that long ago 
Norman? 
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Norman was presented with a memento to mark his retirement from timing after many years.  A 
CLOCK?  Well what else?  
 
This left plenty of time for us to talk among ourselves and tour the premises at Ellindon. 
Altogether a very nice evening. Thanks to all concerned.    
 
Norman Bradshaw 
 
P.S.  Apparently the above-mentioned trophy has reappeared, so Norman may finally get his 
hands on it! 
    
 

Trials 
 
Many thanks to Lynn Jones for organising the Charles Pollard Trial (see below) at short notice.  As 
we seem to be getting into the position of being almost Trials Secretary-less, we are wondering if 
there is anyone amongst the Club members who would be willing to undertake the duties of 
running signing-on and results for the trials.  I believe Frances will still be able to act as entries 
secretary, but she is unable to carry out all the activities on the day and so needs an understudy.  
We have a very able setting-out team, but we need a sort of ‘secretary of the meeting’. 

 

CHARLES POLLARD TRIAL – 14th February, 2006 
 
After a quick turn round of venue and secretary, the trial was held at Eaton near Grantham, a quick 
return as we were there in November.  Thanks to Lynn Jones for retrieving the paper work! 
 
Twenty four competitors entered, with an equal split between the classes, the usual ten hills.   
Unfortunately this is an SSI site and we are limited to where we can go.   
 
After the first round, Ian Wright led on 12, with Julian Fack on 15, followed by his brother John on 
19.  At lunchtime Ian was still in the lead on 30, but Julian dropped a 7 on Hill 6, letting John into 
second place. 
 
On the final round, Ian had a disastrous hill 9, collecting the 7 post, giving John Fack the opening 
he was waiting for, only dropping 41 in total.   
 
I think the drive of the day goes to our own Tom and Elizabeth Stevenson.  It wasn’t until receiving 
the results that you saw how well they went, 10th after the first round, climbing to 4th at lunchtime 
and finishing 3rd in the end. 
 
Thank you for the response for marshalling and all the officials, with special mention to Lynn 
Jones, John Holman, John Corfield and Norman Bradshaw (we couldn’t do without him) and the 
“Perkins” boys who helped Lynn out, not forgetting the Saturday setting out team. 
 
The results were as follows: 
 
The Charles Pollard Trophy  (red class)  
1 – John Fack (passengered by Jessica Fack) on 41; 
2 – Ian Wright on 46. 
 
The John Sprinzell Trophy (blue class) 
1 – Bob Dayson (passengered by Phil Derbyshire) on 70 (won on clears); 
2 – Ian Rodman (passengered by Jim Harris) also on 70. 
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The Laurie Brown Trophy (green class) 
1 – Peter Meakin (passengered by Kerrie Meakin) on 95; 
2 – Anthony Lane (passengered by John Chambers) on 106. 
 
 
PMC Members 
Tom and Elizabeth Stephenson – 3rd 
Ian Bell and Margaret Stephenson – 9th 
Kim Warwick and Rita Hailwood – 10th. 
 
Date for the Diary: Sunday 24th September – the Warco Trial at Uppingham. 
 
Brian Stapleton 
 
 

Historic Motorsport Award Dinner 
 
We were honoured to have our Johnson Trial nominated for the Off Road event of the year.  Tom 
and Elizabeth, Margaret and I attended, and what an event!  The line-up of Champions and Guests 
of Honour were like the motorsports “Who’s Who” – Agostini, Pentti Airikkala, Paddy Hopkirk, 
Rosemary Smith, Russell Brookes to name just a few. 
 
Over 300 sat down for dinner, followed by the presentation of awards: 
 
Race Meeting of the Year:   Grand Prix de Pau Historique 
Championship of the Year:   Orwell Supersports Cup 
Competition Club of the Year:  Vintage Sports Car Club 
Speed Event of the Year:   V.S.C.C. Prescott Hill Climb 
Road Rally of the Year:   Rally of the Tests 
Stage Rally of the Year:   Lahti Historic 
Motor Cycle Event of the Year:  Western Classic MCC – British Bike Bonanza 
Motorsport Company of the Year:  Millers Oils 
Restoration of the Year:   Horst Auer (Lotus Elite) 
Rally Driver of the Year:   Steven Smith 
Navigator/Co-driver of the Year:  Fred Bent 
Race Driver of the Year:   James Diffey 
Journalist/Photographer of the Year:  Jim Houlgrave 
Off Road Event of the Year:   Camel Classic Trophy 
 
 
Other nominees for the latter were: 
 PMC Johnson Sporting Trial 
 Northern Phoenix Sporting Trial 
 VSCC Welsh Trial 
 Wyre Forest Trial 
 
The close of the evening was an excellent and amusing speech by Tony Mason, followed by an 
equally amusing speech by Steve Parrish, who suggested a Championship of ‘Routemaster’ 
buses, picking up passengers after each lap! 
 
Well done PMC, this proves we are still held in high esteem in the trialling world!!  Keep up the 
good work! 
 
Brian Stapleton 
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SUCCESSFUL START FOR NEW RALLY FORMULA 
 
Competitors, rally organisers and preparation companies are all backing RallyStar, the new 
formula designed to attract talented new drivers to British special stage rallying. 
 
Nearly 30 aspiring competitors have already pre-registered online at www.RallyStar.info, using 
cars as varied as Ford Fiesta, Skoda Fabia and Peugeot 106. 
 
Launched last month, RallyStar aims to drastically lower the three major costs of competing -- cars, 
events and tyres -- by running events open only to 1400cc cars, with 
very limited tuning and all using control tyres which do so little damage to gravel roads that the cost 
of those roads is greatly reduced. 
 
A budget created by a major firm of rally car builders indicates that even a professionally-prepared 
car will cost less than £10,000. A home-built RallyStar car, based on a typical 1400cc hatchback 
bought at auction for £1,000, should be ready to win for under £5,000. 
 
Several motor clubs from all over Great Britain have expressed interest in running RallyStar 
events. Proposed budgets suggest that a typical RallyStar rally, even with 
only 50 entries, will cost less than half as much to enter as a conventional forest rally (under £240 
for 45 miles of special stages on forest roads, instead of £500). 
 
Russell Brookes, ex-British Rally Champion and the man behind RallyStar, has now embarked on 
a campaign to recruit competitors from university motor clubs, which used to be a rich source of 
new blood in motor sport, but whose members now find motor sport too expensive. Brookes says: 
"We need to find the next generation of Colin McRaes. There is no shortage of youngsters who 
want to go rallying, but they 
simply cannot afford a sport where it costs half a million pounds to buy a winning car. RallyStar will 
provide a much-needed level playing field, where the fastest drivers, 
not the richest, win rallies." 
 
RallyStar has already been endorsed by the Motor Sports Association (the UK governing body), 
the Forestry Commission (offering forest roads at bargain prices), PI Research (technical advice 
and support) and Colway Motorsport Tyres (long-life, puncture-resistant control tyres at under £40 
each). 
 
Start-up funding will come from a company limited by guarantee. RallyStar has provisional 
commitments from the likes of David Richards (Prodrive and ISC Television), 
Malcolm Wilson (Ford WRC team) and John Andrews (best known as the man behind the Andrews 
Heat for Hire sponsorship of Russell Brookes for 17 years). 
 
The first RallyStar events will run later this year, with a national championship planned for 2007. To 
keep down costs, the entire project will be administered through its own website at 
www.RallyStar.info. 
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MICHELIN TYRES LAST LONGER -- FACT 
 
** New Michelin Primacy HP has at least 25% more tread life 
** "Green" tyre gives 54% more mileage than one competitor 
** German TUV competitive tests prove Primacy HP best 
** Longevity gives "free" year's motoring to fleets 
 
(Stoke on Trent, 24 February) Michelin tyres last longer -- that's a fact. It has been recognised by 
discerning motorists for many years and has now been proved 
unequivocally by the rigorous testing regime of Germany's TUV Automotive, Europe's leading 
vehicle testing agency. 
 
The new Michelin Primacy HP tyres have been compared to other premium brands in the 
225/55R16 95W size. All were subjected to identical tests done in identical conditions on BMW 5-
series saloons. All possible driving parameterswere defined and neutralised to avoid any impact on 
the results, so that only impartial results were reported.  These unbiased results are from 
independent tests carried out in the third quarter of 2005 by TUV. 
 
The new Michelin Primacy HP is designed for upper sector saloons such as the Mercedes C, E 
and S class, the BMW 1, 3 and 5 series and the Audi A4 and A6. The Primacy HP tyre is presently 
available in 16,17 and 18-inch sizes in V, W and Y rating. Run-flat ZP (Zero Pressure) versions are 
also available. 
 
The TUV tests proved that the Michelin Primacy HP provides at least 25% longer tread life than all 
competitors in the same premium range. When compared to competitor tyres 
with the shortest tread life, the Michelin Primacy HP tyres deliver up to 54% more miles on the 
road. In terms of driving time, these percentages mean that when the best 
competitor's tyre runs for 24 months on the road, the Michelin Primacy HP runs for 30 months. 
Better still, when a competing high-end tyre with the shortest tread life wears out after two years, 
the Michelin Primacy HP will keep rolling for another full year. This offers a massive cost saving, 
particularly for the fleet operator. 
 
The new Michelin Primacy HP tyres embody Michelin's latest cutting edge technology: a flexible 
casing with a rigid tread pattern gives a bigger contact patch on the road that reduces wear and 
improves braking, particularly in the wet where the tread design displaces water to reduce 
aquaplaning. This design is coupled with a rubber compound 
that includes silica to lower rolling resistance, to reduce fuel consumption and to enhance 
durability. Ensuring that these braking and handling qualities are retained 
throughout the life of the tyre, the Primacy HP brakes as well in the wet after 10,000 kilometres as 
when brand new. 
 
The new Michelin Primacy HP is proven to be the longest lasting tyre available combining 
performance, safety and economy for every motorist. 
 
For more information please contact: 
Stuart McCrudden, 
SMA Ltd, West Hall, Great Braxted, Essex CM8 3EP 
Tel: +44 (0) 1621 892 814 
Fax: +44 (0) 1621 892 815 
E-mail: Michelin@smapr.net 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 7 

www.peterboroughmotorclub.co.uk 

3rd INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC MOTORSPORT SHOW 
An Outstanding Success! 
 
The International Historic Motorsport Show at Stoneleigh Park pulled in more than 20,000 
attendees over 24-26 February, with its mix of live action, motorsport heroes 
and world-famous competition cars and bikes -- not to mention 449 exhibitors and 368 journalists. 
Some tales from the Show include: 
 
GROUP B RALLY AND INDOOR MOTORCYCLE TRIAL 
Two of the most popular crowd-pleasers were the sideways action of the Group B rally car stage 
and the indoor pre-'65 classic motorcycle trial. The motorcycle trial, running both solos and 
sidecars, was a world first which ran ten times over the weekend. Five-times winner of the Scottish 
Six Days Motorcycle Trial, Mick Andrews, managed to stay 
penalty-free on the first day, while Peter Gaunt proved almost as successful. Also enjoying riding in 
the trial was seven-times TT winner Mick Grant on his Ariel. 
 
HISTORIC KART RACING 
Live action in the form of Historic Kart Racing was another first for Stoneleigh. One competitor 
arrived with a kart which had not run for 30 years. When a carburettor problem seemed sure to 
prevent his participation, he scoured the Show's autojumble, found what he needed, fitted the new 
carburettor and fired the engine up for the first time in three decades! 
 
SALES SUCCESS 
The four heated halls housed 449 exhibitors -- from series organisers and race  preparers, through 
engineering and accessory companies, to classic car and motorcycle books and an autojumble. 
Feedback from the industry was very positive. Taking just one case as an example, Enduro Cars -- 
which launched its Jaguar C-type recreation at 
Stoneleigh Park -- sold a staggering 17 cars at the Show!  The company even had two clients 
trying to outbid each other to buy chassis No1, exhibited on its stand.  
 
MOTORSPORT HEROES 
A host of motorsport stars were freely available to sign autographs at the Show. The public lined 
up to meet such icons as Giacomo Agostini, Pentti Airikkala, Russell 
Brookes, Vic Elford, Paddy Hopkirk, Sir Stirling Moss, Jackie Oliver, Phil Read and Bjorn 
Waldegard, to name but a few. The top story of the Show, however, must be multiple British Rally 
Champion Russell Brookes, leaving the Historic Motorsport Awards Charity Dinner on Saturday 
night. Looking around for the bus to return him to the hotel, Russell approached a likely-looking 
individual and asked if he were the bus driver. "No," came the reply. "I am Giacomo Agostini from 
Italy." 
 
 

Half of Britons chat to their motor cars 
 
 Nearly half of motorists regularly talk to their cars, giving words of encouragement ahead of a long 
trip and lavishing praise for a job well done at journey's end, according to research. 
 
A survey of 2,000 owners also found 40 percent thought their car had a personality and was 
capable of being upset whilst 19 percent worried about how their car was feeling. 
 
The poll, conducted by organisers of July's British International Motor Show found women rather 
than men tended to have a close relationship with their car. Giving a pet name to their car but not 
their human partners was admitted to by 20 percent of women. 
 
The survey that revealed fully 47 percent of drivers talked to their cars also looked at how people 
felt about their cars across the country. 
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Drivers in the southwest worry most about their car's feelings, with 36 percent admitting concern 
compared with just 15 percent in the Midlands. 
 
Drivers in the northeast were most likely to attribute a character to their vehicles with 68 percent 
saying their car had a personality, compared with 28 percent in Wales. 
 
More people chat happily to their cars in the southwest than anywhere else in the country, with 54 
percent enjoying a good chat, compared with the more taciturn Scots where 26 percent indulged. 
 
Half of all cars on East Anglian roads rejoiced in a pet name compared with just 31 percent of cars 
in the southeast. 
 

 


